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National Historic Sites
Yonago Castle Ruins in the Sky
Commanding a fine view of Lake Naka-umi

Yonago Castle was originally constructed on the hill known as Minato-yama, located in
what is now the central area of Yonago City. The castle was unique and magnificent in
that, unlike other castles in Japan, it had two towers, a major one on top of the hill which
had five stories, and a minor four-story one alongside the other. As such, it was referred to
as “the finest castle in Sanin Area”; however, most of the structure is now gone, and only
the remaining stone walls can still remind us of the castle’s former glory. In 20086, the
remains of the Hon-maru, the donjon, and the Ni-no-maru, the secondary bailey, were
designated as national historic sites.

History of Yonago Castle

During the Warring States Period, what was subsequently known as Yonago
Castle had been constructed to serve as a small fort under the orders of Yamana Masayuki
from 1467 to 1487. It was not until around 1591 in the last years of the Warring States
Period that the fort began to be renovated into a castle, with the surrounding stone walls
in Minatoyama constructed under the command of Kikkawa Hiroie, lord of the western part
of the Hoki province.

At that time, Hiroie's main residence was Gassan-toda Castle, where Yasugi
City in Shimane Prefecture is now, which served as the administrative center from which
he ruled his territories that spanned over lzumo, western Hoki, and Oki province. However,
it was getting hard for him to rule from this location, so he focused on Yonago as a
strategic hub that led to every territory of his. Thus, for the construction of his castle he
chose the site of Minato-yama, which had Mt.Daisen as a natural shield, Lake Naka-umi
as a natural moat, and early modern period stone walls.

The construction did not go smoothly due to ongoing conflict, and by 1600,

when the decisive Battle of Sekigahara ended the Warring States Period, Hiroie had only
managed to finish 70% of it before being relocated to another domain. In 1602, the
successor of Hiroie, Nakamura Kazutada took over the construction of Yonago Castle and
finally completed it. Unfortunately, in 1609 Kazutada died a sudden death, thus ending the
feudal bloodline of the Nakamura family. Afterwards, in 1610, Kato Sadayasu was put in
charge of Yonago Castle, but shortly after that, in 1617, he was ordered to administer
other domains, and was replaced by lkeda Yoshiyuki.
In 1632, lkeda Mitsunaka commanded his chief retainer, Arao Naritoshi to administer
Yonago Castle; thereafter, the Arao family took charge of Yonago Castle for about 240
years until 1869 when the Meiji government established the prefectural system and
abolished the traditional administration through feudal domains.

The Riot in Yonago Castle

In 1603, Nakamura Kazutada, feudal lord of Hoki-Yonago domain, assassinated
his chief retainer, Yokota Naizennosho Muraaki. In anger at the assassination, the Yokota
family rebelled against the Nakamura family. The incident is referred to as the "Riot in
Yonago Castle.”
Yokota Naizennosho Muraaki, the chief retainer of Nakamura Kazutada, was credited with
completing " Muraaki became the guardian for his lord Kazutada and held real political
power over the domain (Muraaki married a sister of Kazuuji, father of Kazutada). He had
followed his lord Kazutada and demonstrated his ability in town planning and adopting
policies all over the Hoki area since Kazutada was transferred from Sunpu domain to
Hoki-Yonago in 1601. However, some young aides to Kazutada were envious of Muraaki
and incited young Kazutada to assassinate Muraaki. Thus, on November 14, 1603,
Muraaki was killed in the castle.



The Yokota family challenged Kazutada and raised a riot against him. Kazutada could not
suppress the riot, so he asked the Horio family who were lords of the neighboring domain,
to send troops. Eventually, the Yokota faction collapsed through self-destructive internal
politics. There are several stories left about the riot, but ironically, 6 years after the riot in
1609, Kazutada died suddenly. Since he had no heir, his territories were confiscated, and
the Nakamura family line died out.

Kazutada was buried with the two of his kosho (staff), Tarui Kageyu and
Hattori Wakasa, as both committed suicide upon hearing of the death of their lord. So were
they (now in Gion-cho, Yonago City) belonging to the Nakamura family, where a hall was
built to worship Kazutada, Kageyu and Wakasa with three wooden statues of them inside.
Instead of the old and decaying hall, the “Tomb of late Nakamura Kazutada, lord of Hoki"
was constructed in a graveyard behind Kanno-Ji Temple in 1908, and in 1959, a memorial
tower was erected. Today, the tomb and the three wooden statues are designated as a
municipal historic site and a property respectively, and the latter can be seen in the main
hall.

Seido-ji Temple Ruins

While Yonago Castle was being constructed, the water between the coast of
Lake Naka-umi and a huge rock island called “Kame-Sima” was reclaimed so that supplies
could be easily carried from Toda Castle to the wharf. Today, rocks and pine trees are seen
on Seido-ji Temple Ruins in Minatoyama Park and they remind us of the days when the
island had not been reclaimed.

On the island, Kato Sadayasu, the second lord of the castle, built a temple
called Sokeiin Temple in order to console the soul of his father Mitsuyasu, and erected a
memorial tower (See the picture on the right). In 1617, Ikeda Yoshinari, taking charge of
the castle, built Kaizen-ji Temple and there erected two memorial towers to console the
souls of his parents. Some years later, Kaizen-ji Temple changed its name to Zengen-ji,
and in 1710, to Ryoshun-ji when a flood caused it to move to where Bakuro-machi is now.
Afterwards, the Murakawa family, a vassal of the Arao family, moved Seido-ji Temple as
their family temple from Kofu to Kame-sima Island. This is the reason why this island has
been called “Seido-ji Iwa.” (Iwa means rock) On the rocks there still remain three memorial
towers “gorinto” made of kimachi stone (mined only in Shimane Prefecture).

Structures of Yonago Castle

The center of Yonago Castle was defended as follows: the donjon was located
on the top of Minato-yama in the center, as well as Naizen-maru (named after Yokota
“Naizen” Muraaki; “maru” usually means a compartment surrounded by stone walls) in the
north, and Uneme-maru (on a hill called lino-yama) in the east; the secondary bailey, the
third one, and Ofunade (or Fukaura)-kuruwa were placed on the foot of Minato-yama; all
the compartments were surrounded by an inner moat, the water of which was drawn from
Lake Naka-umi; moreover, on the outside of the inner moat was a town of samurai
residences surrounded by an outer moat, on the outside of which was a town of traders
and artisans.
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